I. Introduction
Historian Oscar Handlin says: "Once I thought to write a history of the immigrants in America. Then I discovered that the immigrants were American history."!) As Handlin noted, the United States has been founded and developed with an immigration history which includes multiple groups of diverse race, nationality, religion and so on.
This diversity has raised a problematic question, "Who is an American?", and the answers to that question have been controversial. The idea of God's chosen people in the Bible is based on the concept that God chooses a particular people or nation for His special mission.
In the Old Testament of the Bible, God chose Jews as his people.
2) Sacvan Bercovitch, The American Jeremiad (Madison : University of Wisconsin Press, 1978) , 1l. "Not of North America. for the prophecies stopped short at the Canadian and Mexican borders, but of a country that, despite its arbitrary territorial limits, could read its destiny in its lcmdscape, and a population that, despite its bewildering mixture of race and creed, could believe in something called an American mission, and could invest that patent fiction with all the emotional, spiritual, and inteectua appeal of a religious quest ....... " 
II. Goal of this study
The functions of religious narratives centered on the particular group relating to American national identity have been central issues among American historians. For instance, in the early history of the New England colonies, the Puritan religious leaders created an "errand into 231 between 1950 and 1960, 34,526 between 1961 and 1970, 267,038 between 1971 and 1980, and 333,746 between 1981 and 1990 . The number of annual admittance has declined steadily after reaching its . Throughout the colonization period, the Filipinos believed that they were "Little Brown Newcomers have to deal quickly with the demands of living in a new country, especially in terms of employment. the struggle to "make it" in America cannot wait. After all, this is the main reason why they have come to America: they want to "make it." Again, there is clear resonance here between the plight of Jacob's family and the plight of the Filipino's "old timers."3OJ He continued the analogy between the two groups by comparing the jobs given to each in the new land. According to him, Jacob and his family were given shepherd jobs that "from the masters' point of view" would fit them. Likewise, the early Filipino immigrants were given jobs which "from the perspectives of their employers" would fit America. Therefore, just be thankful for living in this prosperous land.
Even if people say America is having economic depression these days, we can see there are many harvested fruits in the farms thanks to God's blessing. I sincerely tell you to appreciate everything you have. This is the same idea as Hev. Fernandez' idea of "realizing the promised land" inside Egypt. In both cases, even if they are having difficulties, they still have "unf:inished dreams" of fulfilling God's will. It is in this context of having problems of leaving home and really arriving in America that the image of the Abrahamic obedience to God's call has been invoked in the Asian American church. The challenge is to see the Asian immigrants' de facto uprootedness as an opportunity to embark on a sacred pilgrimage to some God-promised goal, and therefore to believe that life as strangers and exiles can be meaningful. 44 ) We are called to be a pilgrim people. Like Abraham we have been called by God to live in a wilderness "as in a foreign land," as "strangers and exiles," not feeling wholly at home where we are, nor being comfortable any more about returning to where we came from. We are not wandering, aimless nomads, however. We are a pilgrim people who are on a sacred journey. We have been freed from the hold of one culture or one society;
we have been called "to go out" with visions for "a better country" that could be a true homeland, not only for ourselves, but for all humankind. I selected these two groups because they have made up new immigrant groups in America since the late twentieth century and their pre-immigrant exposure to unilateral American influences caused the formation of their idealized perceptions of America. This tendency motivated them to leave their homeland for obtaining better social status and living conditions. These historical backgrounds have influenced the understanding of their post-immigrant lives in America.
I made the cases of Protestant narratives of two influential theologians, Eleazar Femandi and Dong-Sun Lim, to demonstrate how Christian symbols such as Canaan and Exodus are used to interpret their transnational immigration and to sanctifY the process of their achievement of American Dream. Furthermore, their applications of the Biblical stories in making sense of their immigrant lives reflect their wishes to become central groups in mainstream American society as well as be part of American destiny as a global superpower, rather than to remain as marginal groups.
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